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1. You are about to couple a second trailer to a loaded converter dolly. The dolly's pintle
hook closes but you notice the latch does not fully seat. What is the correct action?

A. Drive slowly to the loading dock and have a mechanic inspect it on arrival
B. Tighten the safety chains to compensate for the unsecured latch during transport
C. Proceed with coupling if the safety chains are properly connected as a backup

D. Do not couple the trailer; the pintle hook latch must be fully closed and locked before any
movement

2. Before coupling a converter dolly to the rear of a first trailer, the dolly landing gear
should be:

A. Set at the same height as the trailer frame with landing gear fully extended

B. Fully raised so the dolly sits at its lowest point

C. Adjusted so the dolly fifth wheel is slightly lower than the trailer's rear kingpin height
D. Position does not matter as long as the pintle hook is open

3. A driver is assembling a triple-trailer combination. After coupling the second trailer,
when should the third trailer's brakes be released for the first time during assembly?

A. Immediately after the dolly pintle hook is connected to the second trailer's rear coupler

B. Only after all air lines are connected, the trailer glad hands are charged, and the combination has
been test-pulled forward to check coupling

C. Before connecting air lines, so the driver can freely position the third trailer
D. After moving the combination forward 10 feet to verify the kingpin has seated
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4. A driver is performing a coupling inspection and finds that the converter dolly's fifth
wheel locking jaws have closed around the kingpin but a gap exists between the fifth
wheel plate and the trailer apron plate. What does this indicate?

A. Normal condition — a small gap is required for fifth wheel articulation during turns
B. The fifth wheel needs lubrication but is otherwise safe to operate

C. The kingpin may not be fully seated; the trailer may be resting on the fifth wheel lip rather than the
plate surface

D. The landing gear should be lowered slightly to fill the gap before moving

5. After coupling the converter dolly to the rear of the first trailer using a pintle hook,
what immediate check must the driver perform before backing under the second trailer?

A. Check that the second trailer's landing gear is fully retracted

B. Confirm the tractor's fifth wheel grease is sufficient for the additional load

C. Ensure the second trailer's glad hands are already connected to the first trailer
D. Verify that the pintle hook is locked and the safety chains are connected

6. When building a doubles combination on a grade (slope), what additional step must be
taken before uncoupling the tractor from the first trailer?

A. No additional steps are needed if the trailer parking brake is applied

B. Back the combination against a dock wall to prevent movement

C. Chock all trailer wheels to prevent rolling before the tractor brakes are released
D. Engage the tractor's differential lock to hold the combination in place

Want the other 353+ questions & full timed mock exams? Unlock at
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7. A converter dolly has two axles and a single pintle hook eye. When you connect this
dolly's air lines to the first trailer, which glad hand connection controls the dolly's spring
brakes?

A. The emergency (supply) glad hand, which charges the dolly's air tanks and releases the spring
brakes when connected

B. Converter dollies do not have spring brakes; they rely entirely on the combination's service brake
pressure

C. The service glad hand only, since dolly spring brakes are modulated through the foot pedal
D. A dedicated third glad hand labeled 'DOLLY" found only on newer converter dolly models
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8. During assembly of a doubles combination, you must move the converter dolly from a
parked position to the rear of the first trailer. Which is the safest method according to
CDL manual guidelines?

A. Connect the dolly to the first trailer's rear and use the tractor to pull the entire combination forward
into alignment

B. Hand-push the converter dolly into position after releasing its parking brakes

C. Use the tractor to push the dolly by backing the tractor bumper against the dolly

D. Tow the dolly by connecting it to the tractor's pintle hook with a tow chain and driving in reverse

9. You have just coupled the second trailer in a doubles set and connected all air lines.
The trailer air supply gauge shows a pressure drop that stabilizes at 85 psi instead of
climbing to normal operating pressure. What is the most likely cause and correct action?

A. Normal for a cold start; wait five minutes for pressure to build before moving

B. The second trailer's spring brakes are holding the brakes on and drawing excess air; release the
parking brake handle

C. The tractor's air compressor is undersized for a doubles combination; reduce to a single-trailer
configuration

D. Alikely air leak at one of the glad hand connections or trailer air lines; inspect and repair before
moving

Also on iOS & Android — and watch the full Q&A walkthrough on YouTube
@CertsQuizPrep

10. What is the purpose of the converter dolly's safety chains when connecting it to a
second trailer?

A. To lock the dolly's suspension in place and prevent trailer bounce on rough roads
B. To act as grounding straps for the trailer's electrical system

C. To keep the dolly connected to the trailer if the pintle hook or kingpin coupling fails
D. To limit the turning radius of the combination to prevent off-tracking

11. A driver is uncoupling a doubles set at a yard that has no level surface available.
After setting the second trailer's parking brake and lowering the landing gear, the driver
notices the landing gear pad is on soft ground. What must be done before disconnecting
the dolly?

A. Back the first trailer under the second trailer to keep it supported while the dolly is removed

B. Place wood blocking or cribbing under the landing gear pads to prevent them from sinking and
destabilizing the trailer

C. Connect an additional safety chain between the first and second trailer before removing the dolly
D. Nothing additional; the parking brake is sufficient to hold the trailer once the dolly is removed
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12. When is it permissible to use the service brake hand valve to hold a doubles
combination stationary during the coupling process?

A. Whenever the tractor parking brake alone is insufficient to hold the combination on level ground
B. Itis not permissible; the parking brakes of each trailer must be used to hold units stationary during
coupling

C. Only when operating on a slope steeper than 5 percent grade

D. When coupling the third trailer in a triples combination, to prevent the first two trailers from rolling

Want the other 353+ questions & full timed mock exams? Unlock at
https://certs.theorypractice.app/cdl-doubles-triples

13. After completing the full coupling of a triple combination and before departing, you
perform atug test by attempting to pull forward with the tractor while all trailer brakes
are set. The tractor moves forward 18 inches before resistance is felt at the second
coupling. What does this indicate?

A. The second trailer's parking brakes need adjustment, not a coupling problem

B. Normal slack in the coupling system; 18 inches of movement is within acceptable tolerances

C. This confirms the coupling is secure; the forward pull is testing brake holding power, not coupling
engagement

D. The converter dolly's pintle hook or the second trailer's kingpin coupling may not be fully engaged
and must be re-inspected

14. You are inspecting a triple combination and discover that the shut-off valve on the
rear of the second trailer is in the closed position. What is the direct consequence if you
depart without correcting this?

A. The second trailer's spring brakes will release automatically

B. Air will not reach the third trailer, leaving it without brakes

C. The gladhands between trailers one and two will pressurize and burst
D. The service line to the second trailer will over-pressurize and blow off

15. On a set of doubles, how many shut-off (cut-out) valves does the FIRST trailer
typically have on its rear for air-line connections to the converter dolly?

A. Two — one for the service line and one for the emergency line
B. One — only for the service line

C. None — the first trailer connects directly to the tractor only

D. Three — service, emergency, and auxiliary
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16. After connecting the gladhands between the first trailer and the converter dolly, a
driver notices a continuous hissing sound at the connection point. What is the MOST
LIKELY cause and the correct action?

A. The gladhand seals are missing or damaged; replace the seals before departing

B. Normal system purge; wait 30 seconds for the hissing to stop

C. The service and emergency lines were connected to the wrong gladhands; swap them
D. The converter dolly air tank is full and is venting excess pressure

17. During a pre-trip of a B-train doubles configuration, you find the converter dolly's
pintle hook is visibly cracked. According to FMCSA inspection standards, which best
describes the required action?

A. The combination may continue only if the crack does not extend more than halfway through the

hook

B. Reduce speed to 45 mph and complete the current trip, then take the unit out of service

C. Wrap the pintle hook with safety chain and note the defect on the inspection report for repair
within 24 hours

D. The vehicle is out of service; the cracked pintle hook must be repaired or replaced before the
combination moves

18. When inspecting the electrical cable connecting the converter dolly to the second
trailer, what condition makes the cable unacceptable for operation?

A. The cable is 6 inches longer than the air lines

B. The cable connector requires firm pressure to seat fully

C. The cable plug shows minor surface corrosion on the exterior housing
D. The cable insulation is cracked and the bare wire is exposed

Want the other 353+ questions & full timed mock exams? Unlock at
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19. When should shut-off valves on the rear of the LAST trailer in a triple combination be
positioned?

A. Open, so the air dryer can purge moisture from the rear

B. Open, to allow pressure to equalize with the atmosphere

C. In the half-open position to regulate pressure to the rear axle brakes

D. Closed, because no air lines connect behind the last trailer
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20. A driver is inspecting a triple combination and finds that the safety chains between
the converter dolly and the second trailer form a pronounced upward arc with 18 inches
of slack. What is the correct assessment?

A. The slack is acceptable as long as each chain link is unbroken

B. Excessive slack is a defect; safety chains must be crossed under the tongue and have only
enough slack to permit turns without binding

C. Only the connection point welds matter; chain slack has no regulatory standard

D. 18 inches of slack is within spec because longer combinations need extra chain to navigate
curves

21. You connect the service gladhand from the tractor to the converter dolly and then
attempt to build system air pressure. The gauge climbs normally but the third trailer's
brakes stay applied. What should you inspect FIRST?

A. The shut-off valve on the rear of the second trailer feeding the third trailer's emergency line
B. The fifth wheel locking jaw on the tractor

C. The third trailer's wheel bearing temperature

D. The tractor's air compressor governor cut-in pressure

Also on iOS & Android — and watch the full Q&A walkthrough on YouTube
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22. During inspection of a doubles set, you notice the converter dolly's pintle hook latch
is not fully latched around the first trailer's drawbar eye. What must you do before
moving the vehicle?

A. Secure the drawbar with a strap until a shop can properly repair the latch

B. Fully latch and secure the pintle hook latch, then verify it is locked

C. Proceed only if both safety chains are attached and the electrical cable is connected
D. Move the combination slowly to the nearest scale and re-latch there

23. A driver completes the emergency-line shut-off valve test during a pre-trip on a
doubles set. After closing the emergency shut-off valve on the first trailer's rear and
waiting 30 seconds, the second trailer's brake application light extinguishes. What does
this indicate?

A. The test passed; brake lights turning off confirms the emergency brakes engaged correctly
B. The second trailer's emergency brakes failed to apply, indicating a leak or malfunction in that
trailer's emergency circuit

C. The second trailer's ABS module suppressed the emergency brake application as designed
D. The system is functioning normally because the service brakes compensated
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24. When visually inspecting the landing gear on a converter dolly that has just been
pre-positioned for coupling, which finding requires immediate correction before you
attempt to couple the second trailer?

A. The landing gear adjustment collar shows surface rust but no structural damage

B. One of the landing gear legs is lower than the other, causing the fifth wheel plate to tilt
C. The landing gear crank handle is stored in the horizontal rather than vertical position
D. The landing gear shoes have minor mud accumulation on their pads

Want the other 353+ questions & full timed mock exams? Unlock at
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25. How does a driver confirm that the converter dolly's fifth wheel jaws have properly
locked around the second trailer's kingpin after backing under?

A. Check that the landing gear rose at least two inches off the ground during backing
B. Listen for a single metallic click indicating the locking cam engaged

C. Tug the first trailer forward in low gear while watching for movement between the dolly and
second trailer

D. Visually confirm the trailer rests on the fifth wheel plate without any further check

26. While inspecting a triple combination after re-fueling, you notice that the electrical
cable between the second and third trailer is coiled and hanging low enough to contact
the trailer's rear axle tire. What hazard does this present and what is the required
correction?

A. The cable can be cut by the tire, disabling rear lights on the third trailer and creating a road
hazard; re-route and secure the cable above tire contact level

B. No hazard exists because modern cables have abrasion-resistant jacketing rated for tire contact
C. The low cable is a housekeeping issue only; no correction is required before driving

D. The coil can generate inductive current that triggers the ABS; uncoil the cable and let it hang
straight

27. What color coding convention does the CDL manual describe for gladhands to help
drivers connect air lines correctly between trailers?

A. Red for the service line and blue for the emergency (supply) line

B. Black for both lines, differentiated only by the port location

C. Yellow for the service line and green for the emergency (supply) line
D. Blue for the service line and red for the emergency (supply) line
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28. During a roadside walk-around of a triple combination, an officer points out that the
dolly between the second and third trailer has no reflective markings on its side. Under
FMCSA lighting and marking rules, which statement is correct?

A. The converter dolly is a separate vehicle subject to its own rear and side marking requirements,

including retroreflective tape or conspicuity material

B. Dolly markings are required only when the overall combination exceeds 80,000 Ibs GVW

C. The dolly is exempt from marking requirements because it is classified as a coupling device, not a
vehicle

D. Only the tractor and the rearmost trailer need conspicuity markings; intermediate dollies are
excluded

29. When a vehicle combination makes a sudden lane change at highway speed, which
trailer in a triple combination experiences the greatest lateral amplification of
movement?

A. The first trailer, because it is closest to the tractor

B. All trailers experience identical lateral movement

C. The second trailer, because it sits in the middle of the combination

D. The third (rear) trailer, because each connection point multiplies the swing

30. What driving behavior is most likely to trigger a crack-the-whip rollover in a double or
triple combination?

A. Gradual, smooth acceleration on a straight highway

B. Sudden steering inputs such as abrupt lane changes or sharp swerves
C. Operating with a light load in the rear trailer

D. Engine braking on a long downgrade
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1. D — Do not couple the trailer; the pintle hook latch must be fully closed and locked before any
movement

The CDL manual states that all coupling devices must be fully engaged and locked before moving; a pintle
hook that does not fully latch is a defect that prohibits operation regardless of safety chain status.

2. C — Adjusted so the dolly fifth wheel is slightly lower than the trailer's rear kingpin height

The CDL manual specifies that the converter dolly's fifth wheel should be positioned slightly below the kingpin
height of the trailer being coupled so the trailer rides up onto the fifth wheel as it is pulled into position,
ensuring full engagement.

3. B — Only after all air lines are connected, the trailer glad hands are charged, and the combination
has been test-pulled forward to check coupling

Per the CDL manual coupling procedure, air lines must be connected and the system charged before brakes
are released; and coupling should be verified with a test pull before the trailer's parking brakes are released
for road movement.

4. C — The kingpin may not be fully seated; the trailer may be resting on the fifth wheel lip rather than
the plate surface

The CDL manual states there should be no gap between the upper fifth wheel plate and the trailer apron plate
after coupling; a visible gap means the kingpin has not dropped fully into the jaws and the coupling is
incomplete.

5. D — Verify that the pintle hook is locked and the safety chains are connected
The CDL manual requires the driver to verify that the pintle hook latch is secured and locked and that safety
chains are properly connected before any movement toward the next trailer in the combination.

6. C — Chock all trailer wheels to prevent rolling before the tractor brakes are released
The CDL manual specifies that wheel chocks must be used on any grade before uncoupling because trailer
parking brakes alone may not reliably hold a loaded trailer on a slope.

7. A— The emergency (supply) glad hand, which charges the dolly's air tanks and releases the spring
brakes when connected

Per the CDL manual, the emergency (supply) line glad hand charges the converter dolly's air reservoir and
releases the spring parking brakes; disconnecting the supply line causes the dolly's spring brakes to apply
automatically.

8. B — Hand-push the converter dolly into position after releasing its parking brakes
The CDL manual instructs the driver to release the converter dolly's brakes and hand-push it into position
when the terrain allows, avoiding the hazards of improvised towing connections that could fail.

9. D — A likely air leak at one of the glad hand connections or trailer air lines; inspect and repair
before moving
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The CDL manual instructs drivers to check for air leaks after coupling by monitoring pressure gauges; a
pressure reading that stabilizes below normal operating pressure rather than building indicates a leak that
must be found and corrected before driving.

10. C — To keep the dolly connected to the trailer if the pintle hook or kingpin coupling fails

Per the CDL manual, safety chains provide a secondary connection between the converter dolly and the
trailer so that if the primary coupling device (pintle hook or fifth wheel) fails, the trailer remains attached to the
combination.

11. B — Place wood blocking or cribbing under the landing gear pads to prevent them from sinking
and destabilizing the trailer

The CDL manual states that when landing gear is on soft ground, wood or blocking must be placed under the
landing gear pads to prevent sinking, which could cause the trailer to tip or the kingpin to bind when later
attempting to recouple.

12. B — It is not permissible; the parking brakes of each trailer must be used to hold units stationary
during coupling

The CDL manual requires each trailer's parking brakes to be set individually to hold that unit stationary during
coupling procedures; the hand valve applies service brakes on moving vehicles and should not be relied upon
as a stationary hold.

13. D — The converter dolly's pintle hook or the second trailer's kingpin coupling may not be fully
engaged and must be re-inspected

The CDL manual states that a tug test should result in immediate resistance at all coupling points; movement
at any coupling point before resistance indicates the coupling device is not fully engaged and must be
reinspected and re-coupled.

14. B — Air will not reach the third trailer, leaving it without brakes
Shut-off valves on the rear of intermediate trailers must be open so air can pass through to supply the brakes
on trailing units; a closed valve starves all rearward trailers of air pressure.

15. A— Two — one for the service line and one for the emergency line
The CDL manual explains that each trailer in a combination has two rear shut-off valves — one for the service
(control) line and one for the emergency (supply) line — so air can continue to rearward units.

16. A — The gladhand seals are missing or damaged; replace the seals before departing
Hissing at gladhand connections indicates an air leak, most commonly caused by worn, missing, or improperly
seated rubber seals; the CDL manual requires all air lines to be free of leaks before operation.

17. D — The vehicle is out of service; the cracked pintle hook must be repaired or replaced before the
combination moves

FMCSA regulations place a cracked coupling device in the out-of-service category because a failed pintle
hook can cause a complete separation of the rear unit while in motion.

18. D — The cable insulation is cracked and the bare wire is exposed
The CDL manual requires all electrical lines to have intact insulation; exposed bare wire creates a short-circuit
hazard and can cause brake light or marker light failure on trailing units.
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19. D — Closed, because no air lines connect behind the last trailer
The CDL manual states that shut-off valves on the rear of the rearmost trailer must be CLOSED because
there are no further trailers to supply; leaving them open would bleed the entire system.

20. B — Excessive slack is a defect; safety chains must be crossed under the tongue and have only
enough slack to permit turns without binding

The CDL manual requires safety chains to be crossed under the converter dolly tongue and have limited slack
so they can catch the tongue if the pintle hook fails, but not so tight they bind during turns — excessive slack
defeats their purpose.

21. A — The shut-off valve on the rear of the second trailer feeding the third trailer's emergency line
If supply air cannot reach the third trailer, its emergency (spring) brakes remain applied; the first thing to check
is whether the shut-off valve on the rear of the second trailer is open to pass air to the third unit.

22. B — Fully latch and secure the pintle hook latch, then verify it is locked
An unlatched pintle hook can release the rear unit at any time; the CDL manual requires all coupling devices
to be completely engaged and locked before any movement.

23. B — The second trailer's emergency brakes failed to apply, indicating a leak or malfunction in that
trailer's emergency circuit

Closing the emergency line should trigger the spring brakes on the second trailer; if the brake light goes out
instead of illuminating (or spring brakes don't hold), it signals a failure in the emergency brake circuit that must
be fixed before departure.

24. B — One of the landing gear legs is lower than the other, causing the fifth wheel plate to tilt
Both dolly landing gear legs must be at equal height so the fifth wheel plate is level; an uneven fifth wheel can
cause misalignment that prevents the kingpin from seating correctly, creating an unsafe coupling.

25. C — Tug the first trailer forward in low gear while watching for movement between the dolly and
second trailer

The CDL manual instructs drivers to tug forward gently to test the coupling; if the trailer separates from the
dolly's fifth wheel, the kingpin was not properly locked.

26. A — The cable can be cut by the tire, disabling rear lights on the third trailer and creating a road
hazard; re-route and secure the cable above tire contact level

An electrical cable dragging on or against a tire will be abraded and severed, disabling running lights and
brake lights on the rearmost trailer — a serious safety violation; the cable must be secured clear of all moving
parts.

27. D — Blue for the service line and red for the emergency (supply) line
The CDL manual uses the standard color code of BLUE for the service (control) line and RED for the
emergency (supply) line gladhands, helping prevent cross-connection errors during doubles/triples coupling.

28. A — The converter dolly is a separate vehicle subject to its own rear and side marking
requirements, including retroreflective tape or conspicuity material

Under FMCSA 49 CFR Part 393, a converter dolly is classified as a trailer and must carry the same
retroreflective conspicuity markings required of other trailers in the combination.
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29. D — The third (rear) trailer, because each connection point multiplies the swing
The CDL manual explains that the crack-the-whip effect causes each successive trailer to swing farther than
the one ahead of it, so the rearmost trailer in a triple experiences the greatest amplified lateral movement.

30. B — Sudden steering inputs such as abrupt lane changes or sharp swerves
The CDL manual specifically warns that sudden steering movements are the primary cause of the
crack-the-whip effect, which can roll over the rear trailer even when the tractor remains upright.
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